12 Conversation Gambits
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1
Excuse me, are you here for the ITM conference?


Me too. Do you know where to register?


I’m Paulo, by the way.


I’m Kate. Let’s go and register.

2
Phew! Is it me, or is it boiling in here?


So, it’s not your first time.


Oh, right, so you’re an old hand.


David. Pleased to meet you.

3
Is it my mobile phone, or is there some problem with coverage here?


Oh, hang on. No, mine seems to be working okay.


Can I lend you mine?


Oh, that’s very kind, but I was expecting a call on this number.


My name’s Nadine, by the way.

4
Excuse me, do you know anything about this speaker?


I can’t find my programme notes.


Oh, here. Borrow mine.


Right, how do you do?
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a 
if I had a quick look at 

b
go ahead

c
finished with it

d
to check out

e
your time.

f
the way

g
here on 
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A:
Here’s your paper, then. Thanks very much.

B:
Don’t mention it.

A:
I’m afraid my team didn’t win.

B:
Sorry?

A:
The football results.

B:
Oh, I see.

A:
Can I buy you a drink? If you don’t have anything else to do, that is.

B:
I was just about to go, actually, but ... yes, why not, ... Al, I think you said your name was.

A:
Allan, Allan Vilkas.
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a 
Where are you from? 1, 7

b 
How long have you been here? 5, 9

c 
How long are you staying? 2, 3

d 
What do you think of Dublin? 4, 8

e 
Are you here on business? 6, 10
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Questions: a, d, c, e

Answers: 4
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Answers will depend on cultural differences, but for the UK, the safe topics are probably art, business, cars, local attractions, music, the stock exchange and the weather.
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a be off    b drink    c meeting    d talking to you    e meet you, too
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a 3    b 4    c 2    d 1    e 5

