in company

Upper-intermediate
Unit 9

headword



pronunciation

translation/notes

example sentence

	accuse (v)
	/ə'kjuːz/
	
	Are you accusing me of lying? 

	activist (n)
	/'æktɪvɪst/
	
	Environmental activists demonstrated outside Parliament today. 

	agenda (n)

  hidden agenda
	/əˈʤendə/

/ˌhɪdən əˈʤendə/
	
	It turns out that Richard has a hidden agenda because his sister-in-law works for the company he’s recommending.

	agony (n)
	/'ægəni/
	
	Waiting for the results was agony. 

	airy (adj)

  (opposite = gloomy)
	/ˈeəri/
	
	The bedrooms were all light and airy. 

	art (n)
	/ɑːt/
	
	I have now mastered the art of letter-writing.

	ascend (v)

  (opposite = descend)
	/ə'send/
	
	Through hard work and perseverance, she ascended through the ranks to become vice president. 

	assertiveness (n)
	/ə'sзːtɪvnəs/


	
	The course did wonders for my self-confidence and assertiveness.

	bitch (v)
	/bɪʧ/
	
	Who are you two bitching about now? 

	body (n)
	/'bɒdi/
	
	This casserole is ideal served with a red wine with plenty of body. 

	break off (phr v)
	/breɪk 'ɒf/
	
	Linda broke off, realizing that she was wrong. 

	bump into sb (phr v)
	/bʌmp 'ɪntə

ˌsʌmbədi/
	
	I bumped into your mother at the supermarket. 

	care (n)

  take care
	/'keə/

/teɪk 'keə/
	
	Bye now! Take care! 

	catch up on sth (phr v)
	/kæʧ 'ʌp ɒn ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	Let’s have a coffee later.  It’ll give us a chance to talk and catch up on each other’s news. 

	challenge (n)
	/'ʧælənʤ/
	
	I was bored with my job and felt I needed a new challenge. 

	cheer sb on (phr v)
	/'ʧɪə ˌsʌmbədi ɒn/
	
	I’ll be there to cheer you on when the race starts. 

	chit-chat (n)
	/ʧɪt'ʧæt/
	
	After five minutes of general chit-chat, the meeting got under way.

	classy (adj)
	/'klɑːsi/
	
	We stayed in a really classy hotel.

	cloud over (phr v)
	/klaʊd 'əʊvə/
	
	It’s beginning to cloud over – we should go back now. 

	compliment (n)

  pay sb a compliment
	/'kɒmplɪmənt/

/peɪ ˌsʌmbədi ə 'kɒmplɪmənt/
	
	He kept paying me compliments on my cooking. 

	conclude (v)
	/kənˈkluːd/
	
	He concluded the discussion by thanking everyone for attending.

	cost-effective (adj)
	/kɒstɪ'fektɪv/
	
	This is the most cost-effective distribution method.

	count (v)
	/kaʊnt/
	
	What really counts is whether you have good computing skills. 

	count on sth (phr v)
	/'kaʊnt ɒn ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	Tournament directors are counting on good weather. 

	deal (n)

  make a big deal about sth
	/diːl/

/meɪk ə bɪg 'diːl əbaʊt ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	She’s making a really big deal about getting a part in the school play!

	depth (n)
	/depƟ/
	
	We discussed the issue in some depth.

	detain (v)
	/dɪ'teɪn/
	
	Ms Dawson has been detained, so we will start the meeting without her. 

	dislike (n)

  (opposite = liking)

  take a dislike to sb
	/dɪs'laɪk/

/teɪk ə dɪs'laɪk tə ˌsʌmbədi/
	
	He took an immediate dislike to me. 

	disloyal (adj)

  (opposite = loyal)
	/dɪs'lɔɪəl/
	
	She has no intention of being disloyal to his friends.

	disposal (n)
	/dɪsˈpəʊzəl/ 
	
	There are strict regulations regarding the disposal of nuclear waste at sea. 

	dispose of sth (phr v)
	/dɪsˈpəʊz əv ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	Please dispose of your litter thoughtfully. 

	distance (n)

  keep your distance
	/ˈdɪstəns/

/kiːp jə ˈdɪstəns/
	
	She walked up the path, keeping her distance from the dogs. 

	distinctly (adv)
	/dɪs'tɪɳktli/
	
	I distinctly remember him putting the money in his pocket. 

	do with (phr v)
	/'duː wɪƟ/
	
	I’m sure James could do with some help. 

	draw sb in/out (phr v)

  
	/drɔː ˌsʌmbədi 'ɪn/aʊt/


	
	We kept trying to draw Tania into the conversation.

Marcus seemed very shy so it wasn’t easy to draw him out. 

	drift (v)
	/drɪft/
	
	People were drifting around the conference centre.

	drop (n)
	/drɒp/
	
	He asked for a drop of brandy. 

	drop by (phr v)
	/drɒp 'baɪ/
	
	Why don’t you drop by for coffee some time? 

	engage (v)
	/ɪn'geɪʤ/
	
	The company is to engage a new sales director. 

	enlightenment (n)
	/ɪn'laɪtənmənt/
	
	In an age of health and enlightenment, golf has replaced the three-martini lunch as the preferred vehicle for sealing deals.

	evaluate (v)
	/ɪ'væljʊeɪt/
	
	The study will evaluate the long-term effects of exposure to radiation. 

	excel (v)
	/ɪk'sel/
	
	We aim to give every student the opportunity to excel. 

	expertise (n)
	/ekspə'tiːz/
	
	The company is keen to develop its own expertise in the area of computer programming. 

	eye (n)

  have your eye on sth
	/aɪ/

/hæv jə 'aɪ ɒn ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	I’ve got my eye on a new DVD player. 

	eye-opener (n)
	/'aɪəʊpənə/
	
	Visiting people in prison was a real eye-opener for me.

	fit in (phr v)
	/fɪt 'ɪn/
	
	I tried to fit in, but they were all much younger than I was. 

	fly (v)

  how time flies!
	/flaɪ/

/haʊ taɪm 'flaɪz/
	
	How time flies!  You were pregnant last time I saw you and now both your children are at school!

	fool (n)

  make a fool of yourself
	/fuːl/

/meɪk ə 'fuːl əv jəˌself/
	
	He made a fool of himself by turning up drunk to a TV chat show. 

	foot (n)

  under sb’s feet
	/fʊt/

/ʌndə ˌsʌmbədɪz 'fiːt/
	
	The children have been under my feet all day. 

	gently (adv)
	/'ʤentli/


	
	As gently as possible, he told her the bad news. 

	get round to sth (phr v)
	/get 'raʊnd tə ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	I finally got round to reading that book you gave me.

	get together (phr v)
	/get tə'geə/
	
	The whole family usually gets together at Christmas.

	glass ceiling (n)
	/glɑːs 'siːlɪɳ/
	
	More and more professional women are working their way up the company hierarchy to break the glass ceiling.

	gloomy (adj)

  (opposite = airy)
	/'gluːmi/
	
	I’ve been working in a gloomy old library for a few weeks. 

	go around (phr v)
	/gəʊ ə'raʊnd/


	
	There’s a story going around the office that you’re thinking of leaving. 

	guest (n)
	/gest/
	
	The President and his wife were in the hallway, greeting their dinner guests. 

	hair (n)

  let your hair down
	/'heə/

/let jə 'heə daʊn/
	
	We need a place where young people can let their hair down and enjoy themselves. 

	handshake (n)

  limp/firm handshake
	/'hændʃeɪk/

/lɪmp/fзːm 'hændʃeɪk/


	
	A limp handshake can put you off somebody, while a good firm handshake inspires you with confidence in them.

	head up (phr v)
	/hed 'ʌp/
	
	Judy was chosen to head up the department. 

	help sb out (phr v)
	/help ˌsʌmbədi 'aʊt/
	
	My family has always helped me out. 

	host (n)
	/həʊst/
	
	They had brought a present for their hosts. 

	hover (v)
	/'hɒvə/
	
	The waiter was hovering by their table. 

	humiliating (adj)
	/hjuː'mɪlɪeɪtɪɳ/
	
	I made the humiliating mistake of getting the boss’s name wrong!

	humility (n)

  (opposite = arrogance)
	/hjuː'mɪləti/
	
	In my experience, it is the cleverest people who show the most humility.

	ice (n)

  break the ice
	/aɪs/

/breɪk ə 'aɪs/
	
	He told a few jokes to break the ice. 

	issue (n)
	/'ɪʃuː/

/nɒt biː ə 'ɪʃuː/
	
	The reliability of the statistics is not the issue. 

	judge (v)

  judge by appearances
	/ʤʌʤ/

/ˌʤʌʤ baɪ ə'pɪərəns/
	
	He doesn’t look well off, but you shouldn’t judge by appearances. 

	label (v)
	/'leɪbəl/


	
	Her latest movie has been labelled a disaster by the critics. 

	ladder (n)
	/'lædə/


	
	She was high enough on the corporate ladder to take time off whenever she wanted. 

	leave (n)

  take your leave
	/liːv/

/teɪk jə 'liːv/
	
	I’ll just find my hosts and thank them before taking my leave.

	likewise (adv)
	/'laɪkwaɪz/
	
	‘Have a good weekend.’ ‘Likewise.’ 

	lived-in (adj)
	/'lɪvdɪn/
	
	Their house is always very welcoming because it is cosy and lived-in.

	mean (v)

  mean to talk to sb/ have a word 

 
	/miːn/

/'miːn tə tɔːk tə ˌsʌmbədi/'hæv ə ˌwзːd/

	
	Ah, David, I’ve been meaning to have a word about the Atkinson report.

	meet (v)

  fancy meeting you here!
	/miːt/

/fænsi 'miːtɪɳ juː hɪə/ 
	
	Hello, Eileen, fancy meeting you here! I thought you were in Manchester.

	mention (v)
	/'menʃən/
	
	Hello, I’m Clare.  Steven may have mentioned my name.

	mind (n)

  have sth on your mind
	/maɪnd/

/hæv ˌsʌmƟɪɳ ɒn jə 'maɪnd/ 
	
	She isn’t usually so rude; she’s got a lot on her mind. 

	mingle (v)
	/'mɪɳgəl/
	
	The event intends to give you a chance to mingle with other students. 

	misjudge (v)
	/mɪs'ʤʌʤ/


	
	They appear to have misjudged the public mood on education. 

	moan (v)
	/məʊn/
	
	Ben was moaning about his job again. 

	motive (n)

  ulterior motive
	/'məʊtɪv/

/ʌlˌtɪərɪə 'məʊtɪv/
	
	‘Do you think he has some ulterior motive in helping you fix the car?’  You mean does he want to borrow it this weekend?’

	move (n)

  make a move
	/muːv/

/meɪk ə 'muːv/
	
	We should make a move before it gets any later. 

	network (v)
	/'netwзːk/
	
	You’ve always got to network and make new contacts. 

	news (n pl)

  break the news
	/njuːz/

/breɪk ə 'njuːz/
	
	I’m not looking forward to breaking the news to Dad. 

	no-no (n)
	/'nəʊnəʊ/


	
	Leaving early on Friday is a no-no in this company.

	observation (n)
	/ɒbzə'veɪʃən/
	
	He made some sarcastic observations about marriage.

	off (adv)
	/ɒf/
	
	Jack’s game was a bit off today.  His shoulder was hurting him again.

	overlook (v)
	/əʊvə'lʊk/
	
	Accidents happen when safety checks are overlooked. 

	overrun (v)
	/əʊvə'rʌn/
	
	The meeting overran so I missed my train.

	pack sb off (phr v)
	/pæk ˌsʌmbədi 'ɒf/
	
	To avoid family disgrace, Frank was packed off to India. 

	partner (v)
	/'pɑːtnə/
	
	Lowrie partnered Cliff in the mixed doubles. 

	persevere (v)

  (opposite = give up)
	/pзːsə'vɪə/
	
	Police negotiators will persevere with their efforts to free the hostages. 

	pessimistic (adj)

  (opposite = optimistic)
	/pesɪ'mɪstɪk/
	
	Doctors are pessimistic about his chances of making a full recovery. 

	plan (n)
	/plæn/
	
	Everything went according to plan and they’ve signed the contract.

	potentially (adv)
	/pə'tenʃəli/
	
	The conflict is a potentially serious situation. 

	preliminary (n)
	/prɪ'lɪmɪnri/


	
	After a few brief preliminaries, she launched into her speech. 

	pride (v)

  pride yourself on sth
	/praɪd/

/'praɪd jəself ɒn ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	We pride ourselves on the quality and thoroughness of our work. 

	prove (v)

  prove yourself to sb
	/pruːv/

/'pruːv jəself tə ˌsʌmbədi/
	
	Only when he was made a director did he feel he’d proved himself to his father. 

	pushy (adj)
	/'pʊʃi/


	
	Some pushy parents believe there should be exams for getting into nursery school!

	put in for sth (phr v)
	/pʊt 'ɪn fə ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	We’ve put in for a grant to repair the building. 

	put off (phr v)

  put sb off their game
	/pʊt 'ɒf/

/pʊt ˌsʌmbədi 'ɒf eə geɪm/
	
	Worrying about not offending my boss really put me off my game.

	raise (v)
	/reɪz/


	
	We will raise the issue of working hours with the manager. 

	rapport (n)
	/ræ'pɔː/
	
	Many doctors develop an excellent rapport with their patients. 

	rate (v)

  rate sb highly
	/reɪt/

/reɪt ˌsʌmbədi 'haɪli/
	
	She is rated very highly by her colleagues. 

	reckon (v)
	/'rekən/
	
	I think it’ll work. What do you reckon? 

	rescue (v)
	/'reskjuː/


	
	The crew of the tanker were rescued just minutes before it sank in heavy seas. 

	restore (v)
	/rɪ'stɔː/
	
	His uncle restores old furniture.

	reveal (v)
	/rɪ'viːl/
	
	Stress often makes people reveal their true personality.

	ritual (n)
	/'rɪtjʊəl/
	
	Their meetings became a weekly ritual. 

	room (n)

  work the room
	/rʊm/

/wзːk ə 'rʊm/

	
	Watching Stella work the room, smiling and handing out business cards, was like a master class in networking.

	rumour (n)
	/'ruːmə/
	
	He denied rumours that staff would lose their jobs. 

	rush off (phr v)
	/rʌʃ 'ɒf/
	
	There’s no need to rush off. Stay and have a coffee. 

	scale back (phr v)
	/skeɪl 'bæk/
	
	The search operation has been scaled back. 

	scenario (n)
	/sə'nɑːrɪəʊ/
	
	The most likely scenario is that Brooks will resign. 

	schmooze (v)
	/ʃmuːz/
	
	To schmooze means to talk with someone in a friendly and informal way, often with the intention of gaining an advantage or of persuading them to do something that you want. 

	seal (v)
	/siːl/
	
	We shook hands to seal the deal. 

	see (v)
	/siː/
	
	Anna! Long time no see! When was it?  2007? 2008?

	sharp (adj)
	/ʃɑːp/
	
	He was wearing a sharp suit and a designer watch.

	shop (n)

  talk shop
	/ʃɒp/

/tɔːk 'ʃɒp/
	
	Stop talking shop, you guys, and let’s eat and relax. 


	short-list (v)
	/'ʃɔːtlɪst/
	
	This story was short-listed for the Pulitzer Prize. 

	should (v)

  you shouldn’t have
	/ʃʊd/

/juː 'ʃʊdənt hæv/
	
	‘These flowers are for you.’ ‘Oh, you shouldn’t have, but they’re beautiful!’

	slave away (phr v)
	/sleɪv ə'weɪ/
	
	I’ve been slaving away all day while you’ve been out enjoying yourself. 

	slip away (phr v)
	/slɪp ə'weɪ/
	
	We managed to slip away early. 

	small talk (n)
	/'smɔːl tɔːk/
	
	We made small talk until everyone arrived for the meeting.

	social butterfly (n)
	/ˌsəʊʃəl 'bʌtəflaɪ/
	
	Mary’s such a social butterfly!  She never spends more than two minutes talking to any one person. 

	stick (v)
	/stɪk/
	
	Daniel stuck to Melissa like glue all evening.

I got stuck talking to the boss’s wife about some charity dinner.

	stop (v)

  stop at nothing to …
	/stɒp/

/'stɒp æt ˌnʌƟɪɳ tə/
	
	They will stop at nothing to get him elected. 

	stop by (phr v)
	/stɒp 'baɪ/
	
	Paul and Nicky stopped by for a couple of drinks.

	strategic (adj)
	/strə'tiːʤɪk/
	
	She was responsible for the firm’s strategic planning. 

	strategy (n)
	/'strætəʤi/


	
	The countries hope to devise a common strategy to provide aid. 

	strike (v)
	/straɪk/
	
	The first thing that struck me about Alex was his amazing self-confidence. 

	strip off (phr v)
	/strɪp 'ɒf/
	
	He stripped off and jumped in the water. 

	subsidiary (n)
	/sʌb'sɪdjəri/
	
	The company started out as a subsidiary of General Motors.

	superior (adj)

  (opposite = inferior)
	/suː'pɪərɪə/
	
	I can’t stand that superior smile of his. 

	tastefully (adv)
	/'teɪstfəli/
	
	The hotel has forty tastefully decorated bedrooms.

	team player (n)
	/tiːm 'pleɪə/


	
	We are looking for a good team player who can also take the initiative.

	team up with sb (phr v)
	/tiːm 'ʌp wɪƟ 

ˌsʌmbədi/
	
	They teamed up with Tom Jones to record the hit single. 

	tell (v)

  something tells me …
	/tel/

/ˌsʌmƟɪɳ 'telz miː/
	
	Something tells me we haven’t heard the last of him. 

	tender (n)
	/'tendə/


	
	The authorities have invited international tenders for the project. 

	touch (n)

  lose touch with sb

  put sb in touch with sb
	/tʌʧ/

/luːz 'tʌʧ wɪƟ ˌsʌmbədi/

/pʊt ˌsʌmbədi ɪn 'tʌʧ wɪƟ ˌsʌmbədi/
	
	I’ve lost touch with most of my school friends.

Maria put me in touch with a great acupuncturist in London. 

	track record (n)
	/'træk ˌrekɔːd/
	
	They have a long track record of being mean with their money. 

	treat (v)
	/triːt/
	
	Nice to see you again, Bill.  How’s life treating you?

	turn-off (n)
	/'tзːnɒf/
	
	I find all the corporate jargon such a turn-off.

	vehicle (n)
	/'viːəkəl/
	
	They use the tabloid press as a vehicle for attacking the opposition. 

	veteran (n)
	/'vetərən/
	
	He’s going to be accompanying jazz veteran Dave Brubeck. 

	vulnerable (adj)
	/'vʌlnərəbəl/
	
	Their constant arguments left her feeling increasingly vulnerable and insecure. 

	wander (v)
	/'wɒndə/
	
	My sister likes wandering around the city at night. 

	way (adv)
	/weɪ/
	
	A new car would be way too expensive.

	weigh sth up (phr v)
	/'weɪ ˌsʌmƟɪɳ ʌp/


	
	Before buying weigh up the advantages and disadvantages of each type. 

	word (n)

   put in a word for sb
	/wзːd/

/pʊt ɪn ə gʊd 'wзːd fə ˌsʌmbədi/
	
	He promised to put in a word for me with the boss.

	worthwhile (adj)
	/'wзːƟwaɪl/


	
	We felt the meeting had been very worthwhile. 

	wreck (n)
	/rek/


	
	The house looked like a wreck after our grandchildren came to stay.


