in company

Upper-intermediate
Case study: Cash or conscience?

headword



pronunciation

translation/notes

example sentence

	age bracket (n)
	/ˈeɪʤ brækət/
	
	The programme is aimed at people in the 50–60 age bracket.

	agenda (n)
	/əˈʤendə/
	
	Funding the health service is now back on the political agenda.

	agribusiness (n)
	/ˈægrɪbɪznəs/
	
	Agribusinesses account for 75% of the diesel market in Argentina.

	analyst (n)
	/ˈænəlɪst/
	
	Economic analysts are predicting that this recession will last for another 18 months.

	authentic (adj)
	/ɔː'Ɵentɪk/
	
	The restaurant serves authentic Italian food at very reasonable prices.

	authenticity (n)
	/ɔːƟen'tɪsəti/
	
	The film has been praised for the authenticity of its historical detail. 

	battle (v)
	/ˈbætəl/
	
	A small, ill-equipped police force is battling against the powerful drug barons.

	benefit (n)

  reap the benefits
	/ˈbenəfɪt/

/riːp ə

ˈbenəfɪts/
	
	The town was still reaping the benefits years after the film’s release.

	biofuel (n)
	/ˈbaɪəʊfjʊəl/
	
	Most of the rape we grow is made into biofuel.

	boom (v)
	/buːm/
	
	The housing market is booming.

	breakdown (n)
	/ˈbreɪkdaʊn/
	
	We’ll need to see a breakdown of these figures before we sign the contract.

	bureaucracy (n)
	/bjuːˈrɒkrəsi/

	
	We had to deal with a maze of bureaucracy when we bought our house in Spain. 

	case (n)

  make a case
	/keɪs/

/meɪk ə ˈkeɪs/
	
	Calvin makes a good case for this unpopular policy in his article.

	cash in on (phr v)

  cash in on an investment
	/kæʃ/

/ˈkæʃ ɪn ɒn ən ɪnˌvestmənt/
	
	We were advised to cash in on our investment early.

	cater for (phr v)
	/ˈkeɪtə fɔː/
	
	The school aims to cater for children of all abilities.

	cater to (phr v)
	/ˈkeɪtə tuː/
	
	There are more and more TV shows catering to young male audiences.

	clone (v)
	/kləʊn/
	
	A rival company has cloned our technology and is selling its products at a lower price.

	confer (v)
	/kənˈfзː/
	
	He asked for some time to confer with his lawyers.

	conglomerate (n)
	/kənˈglɒmərət/
	
	The company was bought by a big mining conglomerate.

	conscience (n)
	/'kɒnʃəns/
	
	The decision must be a matter of individual conscience.

	dead meat (n)
	/ded ˈmiːt/
	
	You’ll be dead meat when dad finds out!

	developing country (n)
	/dɪˈveləpɪɳ  ˌkʌntri/
	
	Children in many developing countries lack basic medical care.

	differentiate sth from sth (phr v)
	/dɪfəˈrenʃɪeɪt ˌsʌmƟɪɳ

frəm ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	The ability to speak differentiates humans from other animals.

	disposable (adj)

  disposable income
	/dɪsˈpəʊzəbəl/ /dɪsˈpəʊzəbəl ˌɪnkʌm/
	
	After we’ve paid our mortgage, bills and travel expenses, we don’t have much disposable income left.

	dry (adj)
	/draɪ/
	
	Although the country is dry, there are some places where tourists are permitted to drink alcohol.

	easy (adv)

  take it easy
	/ˈiːzi/

/teɪk ɪt ˈiːzi/
	
	Hey, take it easy! There’s no need to lose your temper.

	elite (adj)
	/ɪˈliːt/
	
	An elite unit was called out to rescue the men by helicopter. 

	emerging (adj)
	/ɪˈmзːʤɪɳ/
	
	We’re developing software for the emerging online market.

	empty-handed (adj)

  go away empty-handed
	/emptɪˈhændəd/

/gəʊ əˌweɪ emptɪˈhændəd/
	
	They were hoping for a contribution for their fundraising event but they went away empty-handed. 

	energy (n)

  renewable energy
	/ˈenəʤi/

/rɪˌnjuːəbəl ˈenəʤi/
	
	They are at last beginning to invest in renewable energy.

	equal (adj)

  (opposite = inequal)

  all things being equal
	/ˈiːkwəl/

/ɔːl Ɵɪɳz ˌbiːɪɳ ˈiːkwəl/
	
	All things being equal, we should get there by the evening.

	ethical (adj)

  (opposite = unethical)

  along ethical lines
	/'eƟɪkəl/

/əˌlɒɳ 'eƟɪkəl laɪnz/
	
	We want to continue to run the business along ethical lines.

	exclusive (adj)
	/eks'kluːsɪv/ 
	
	They live in an exclusive neighbourhood.

	expand (v)

  expand by …
	/ek'spænd/

/ek'spænd baɪ/
	
	We hope to expand by over 30% by the end of the decade.

	expansion (n)
	/ek'spænʃən/
	
	The company has looked at a number of ways of financing its expansion.

	expectation (n)

  exceed sb’s expectations
	/ekspek'teɪʃən/

/eksiːd ˌsʌmbədɪz

ekspek'teɪʃənz/
	
	The success of the product has exceeded all our expectations.

	fight (v)

  fight tooth and nail
	/faɪt/

/'faɪt tuːƟ ən neɪl/
	
	Ministers have been fighting tooth and nail over this issue.

	formula (n)
	/'fɔːmjələ/
	
	The company’s winning formula includes excellent service and quality products.

	foundation (n)
	/faʊn'deɪʃən/


	
	My grandmother started up a charitable foundation.

	gain (n)

  make a gain
	/geɪn/

/meɪk ə 'geɪn/
	
	The Green Party made big gains in the local elections.

	grab (n)

  be up for grabs
	/græb/

/biː ʌp fə 'græbz/
	
	A total of £250 million is up for grabs this year.

	green (adj)
	/griːn/
	
	The government is backing wind farms and other green energy schemes.

	hallmark (n)

  the hallmark of sth
	/'hɔːlmɑːk/

/ə 'hɔːlmɑːk əv ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	The hallmark of the restaurant’s success is its excellent service.

	homework (n)

  do your homework
	/'həʊmwзːk/

/duː jə 'həʊmwзːk/


	
	You could tell from the interviewer’s questions that he hadn’t really done his homework.

	injection (n)

  injection of cash/capital
	/ɪn'ʤekʃən/

/ɪn'ʤekʃən əv ˌkæʃ/ˌkæpɪtəl/
	
	The report highlights the need for an injection of capital from the parent bank.

	instrumental (adj)

  be instrumental in sth
	/ɪnstrə'mentəl/

/biː ɪnstrə'mentəl ɪn ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	The general was instrumental in helping both sides to reach a compromise.

	isolation (n)
	/aɪsə'leɪʃən/
	
	How will the country deal with its increasing political isolation?

	issue (n)

  not be an issue
	/'ɪʃuː/

/nɒt biː ən 'ɪʃuː/
	
	The reliability of the statistics is not an issue.

	judgement (n)
	/'ʤʌʤmənt/
	
	You have to accept his judgment on the matter.

	knowledge (n)

  be common knowledge
	/'nɒlɪʤ/

/biː ˌkɒmən 'nɒlɪʤ/
	
	It’s common knowledge that smoking and cancer are linked.

	level (n)

  take sth to the next level
	/'levəl/

/teɪk ˌsʌmƟɪɳ tə ə

nekst 'levəl/
	
	Intensive training over the winter has helped Murray take his game to the next level.

	lion (n)

  be thrown to the lions

  the lion’s share
	/'laɪən/

/biː ˌƟrəʊn tə ə 'laɪənz/

/ə 'laɪənz ʃeə/
	
	I felt like I’d been thrown to the lions.  There were four people interviewing me, including the CEO.

The lion’s share of his money went to his grandchildren.

	lookout (n)

  be on the lookout for sth
	/'lʊkaʊt/

/biː ɒn ə

'lʊkaʊt fə ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	Police in Brighton are on the lookout for a gang of car thieves.

	mastermind (v)
	/'mɑːstəmaɪnd/
	
	The attack was masterminded by a small protest group. 

	matter (n)

  to make matters worse
	/'mætə/

/tə meɪk 'mætəz wзːs/
	
	To make matters worse, these new crops are destroying traditional agriculture.

	media baron (n)
	/'miːdɪə ˌbærən/ 
	
	The TV station was bought by a Russian media baron.

	micro-loan (n)
	/'maɪkrəʊləʊn/
	
	Micro-loans assist people in developing countries to set up small businesses.

	momentum (n)

  lose momentum
	/mə'mentəm/

/luːz mə'mentəm/
	
	There was already evidence that the riots were losing their momentum.

	net (adj)

  (opposite = gross)

  net worth
	/net/

/net 'wзːƟ/
	
	Once we have paid back our start-up loan, the restaurant’s net worth will be $800 thousand.

	networking (n)

  social networking
	/'netwзːkɪɳ/

/ˌsəʊʃəl 'netwзːkɪɳ/
	
	We have enlarged our client base through networking.

I got back in contact with an old university friend on a social networking site.

	niche (n)
	/niːʃ/
	
	The company fills a niche in the digital TV market.

	obstacle (n)

  obstacle to sth
	/'ɒbstəkəl/

/'ɒbstəkəl tə ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	All major obstacles to peace have now been removed.

	off-peak (adj)

  off-peak viewing
	/ɒf'piːk/

/ɒf'piːk ˌvjuːɪɳ/
	
	The quiz is less popular these days and has been moved to an off-peak viewing slot.

	off-the-shelf (adj)
	/ɒfə'ʃelf/
	
	I’ve installed an off-the-shelf virus checker for the time being.

	on stream (adv)

  bring sth on stream
	/ɒn 'striːm/

/brɪɳ ˌsʌmƟɪɳ ɒn 'striːm/
	
	They plan to bring the new power station on stream next month.

	overcrowded (adj)
	/əʊvə'kraʊdəd/
	
	Is the market for computer games becoming overcrowded?

	panel (n)
	/'pænəl/
	
	The case was heard by a panel of judges.

	pay off (phr v)
	/peɪ 'ɒf/
	
	All those weeks of studying will pay off when you take the exam.

	payroll (n)
	/'peɪrəʊl/
	
	They have an annual payroll of £23 million.

	peak (v)
	/piːk/
	
	Interest rates peaked at 19%.

	penetration (n)
	/penə'treɪʃən/
	
	This was in the days before the organisation’s penetration into African markets.

	philanthropic (adj)
	/fɪlən'Ɵrɒpɪk/
	
	The organisation is run on philanthropic principles.

	piece (n)

  tear sb to pieces
	/piːs/

/teə ˌsʌmbədi

tə 'piːsəz/
	
	The directors tore him to pieces for revealing confidential information.

	pitch (n)
	/pɪʧ/
	
	She only had ten minutes to make her pitch for the contract.

	pitch (v)
	/pɪʧ/
	
	He had tried to pitch the series to all the major television networks.

	precaution (n)
	/prɪ'kɔːʃən/


	
	Residents along the coast were evacuated as a precaution.

	preconception (n)
	/priːkən'sepʃən/


	
	Before meeting with a client, you must try to erase any preconceptions you may have about them.

	prevalent (adj)
	/'prevələnt/


	
	This negative attitude is surprisingly prevalent among young boys.

	prime-time (adj)
	/'praɪmtaɪm/
	
	He took off all his clothes on prime-time television.

	profile (n)
	/'prəʊfaɪl/
	
	We now know the social and financial profile of the family.

	project (v)
	/prɒˌʤekt/
	
	It is projected that the population will rise by one million by 2015.

	promise (n)
	/'prɒmɪs/
	
	Her invention failed to fulfil its initial promise.

	proposition (n)

  business proposition
	/prɒpə'zɪʃən/

/ˌbɪznəs prɒpə'zɪʃən/
	
	I have a business proposition to put to you.

	push through (phr v)

  push through a deal
	/pʊʃ 'Ɵruː/

/pʊʃ 'Ɵruː ə diːl/
	
	We have succeeded in pushing through the distribution deal.

	put aside (phr v)
	/pʊt ə'saɪd/
	
	Laura put aside her concerns and got on with the job.

	ratings (n pl)

  slip in the ratings
	/'reɪtɪɳz/

/slɪp ɪn ə 'reɪtɪɳz/
	
	Regional news programmes have slipped in the ratings.

	reality TV (n)
	/riː'æləti tiːˌviː/
	
	Reality TV does not use actors but shows real events and situations involving ordinary people.

	regulatory agency (n)
	/regʊ'leɪtəri ˌeɪʤənsi/
	
	The incident is being investigated by the nuclear regulatory agency.

	relations (n pl)

  diplomatic relations
	/rɪ'leɪʃənz/

/dɪpləˌmætɪk rɪ'leɪʃənz/
	
	The United States broke off diplomatic relations with Cuba in 1961.

	replicate (v)
	/'replɪkeɪt/
	
	Other scientists have been unable to replicate his results.

	respected (adj)
	/rɪ'spektəd/
	
	His article is to be published in a highly respected scientific journal.

	responsible (adj)

  (opposite = irresponsible)

  socially responsible
	/rɪ'spɒnsɪbəl/

/ˌsəʊʃəli rɪ'spɒnsɪbəl/
	
	We only invest in socially responsible ventures.

	return (n)

  get a good return
	/rɪ'tзːn/

/get ə gʊd rɪ'tзːn/
	
	We were able to get a good return on our investment.

	revenue (n)
	/'revənjuː/
	
	The magazine had been losing advertising revenue for months.

	ripe (adj)

  be ripe to …
	/raɪp/

/biː 'raɪp tə/
	
	The company is ripe to expand.

	running (n)

  the smooth running of sth
	/'rʌnɪɳ/

/ə smuː 'rʌnɪɳ əv ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	Mike has been responsible for the smooth running of the accounts department for over 15 years.

	scale (n)

  economy of scale
	/skeɪl/

/ɪˌkɒnəmi əv 'skeɪl/
	
	To achieve economies of scale we need to bring two other refineries on stream.

	scenario (n)

  worst-case scenario
	/sə'nɑːrɪəʊ/

/ˌwзːstkeɪs sə'nɑːrɪəʊ/
	
	The worst-case scenario would be closing the school until the strike is over.

	seed capital (n)
	/'siːd ˌkæpɪtəl/
	
	The bank put up the seed capital to finance the development of this technology.

	self-made (adj)
	/self'meɪd/
	
	Several candidates are self-made billionaires.

	shortage (n)

  skills shortage
	/'ʃɔːtɪʤ/

/skɪlz 'ʃɔːtɪʤ/
	
	There is a skills shortage among local women.

	slow (v)
	/sləʊ/
	
	Inflation slowed significantly in the 1990s.

	socialite (n)
	/'səʊʃəlaɪt/
	
	The magazine mainly features photographs of socialites at parties.

	solid (adj)
	/ 'sɒlɪd/
	
	Would the evidence be solid enough to convince a jury?

	sound (adj)
	/saʊnd/
	
	Firms wishing to take part in the programme must be able to show that they are financially sound.

	source (v)
	/sɔːs/
	
	All our timber is sourced from sustainable forests.

	-speak (suffix)
	/spiːk/
	
	In management-speak, employees are ‘human resources’.

	stable (adj)

  (opposite = volatile)
	/'steɪbəl/
	
	The marine environment is relatively stable.

	stake (n)
	/steɪk/
	
	They took a 40% stake in the company last year.

	start-up (n)
	/'stɑːtʌp/
	
	Many Internet start-ups fail in their first year.

	status (n)

  status-conscious 

  status-oriented
	/'steɪtəs/

/'steɪtəsˌkɒnʃəs/

/'steɪtəsˌɔːrɪənteɪtəd/
	
	Russia is a very status-conscious society.

Status-oriented businesses have really taken off in Russia.

	strategy (n)

  exit strategy
	/'strætəʤi/

/ˌekzɪt 'strætəʤi/
	
	Our exit strategy is to sell to one of the big US social networking sites.

	stretch (v)

  stretch a brand
	/streʧ/

/streʧ ə 'brænd/
	
	We have stretched the Elita brand and opened a chain of nightclubs.

	struggling (adj)
	/'ʃtrʌgəlɪɳ/
	
	The government has introduced measures to assist struggling farmers through this latest health scare.

	subsidised (adj)
	/'sʌbsɪˌdaɪzd/
	
	The cafeteria no longer serves subsidised meals.

	surplus (n)
	/'sзːpləs/
	
	Congress is debating whether to spend the budget surplus.

	take off (phr v)
	/teɪk 'ɒf/
	
	Status-oriented businesses have really taken off in Russia.

	tap into sth (phr v)
	/'tæp ɪntə ˌsʌmƟɪɳ/
	
	There is a supply of skilled workers that they can tap into.

	target (v)
	/'tɑːgət/


	
	The billboards had been targeting travellers at airports.

	techno-hub (n)
	/'teknəʊhʌb/


	
	Techno-hubs are springing up all over South Africa allowing business owners access to the Internet.

	timing (n)
	/'taɪmɪɳ/
	
	They objected to the timing of the election.

	touch (n)

  lose touch with sb
	/tʌʧ/

/luːz 'tʌʧ wɪƟ

ˌsʌmbədi/
	
	If you’ve lost touch with a friend or neighbour we can help you find them.

	township (n)
	/'taʊnʃɪp/
	
	I grew up in a township outside Cape Town.

	track record (n)
	/'træk ˌrekɔːd/
	
	They have a long track record of being mean with their money.

	transnational (adj)
	/trænz'næʃənəl/
	
	A transnational programme to protect the environment was set up at the conference.

	trend (n)
	/trend/
	
	Today’s figures continue the upward trend in the stock market.

	triple (v)
	/'trɪpəl/
	
	Sales tripled over a six-month period.

	trouble (n)

  give sb sth for their trouble
	/'trʌbəl/

/gɪv sʌmbədi ˌsʌmƟɪɳ fə eə

'trʌbəl/
	
	We gave the taxi driver twenty pounds for his trouble.

	tycoon (n)
	/taɪ'kuːn/
	
	He’s a media tycoon who has always wanted to own his own television network.

	unconventional (adj)

  (opposite = conventional)
	/ʌnkən'venʃənəl/
	
	He has a really unconventional dress sense.

	venture (n)

  venture capital 
	/'venʧə/

/'venʧə ˌkæpɪtəl/
	
	He and his wife run a profitable mail order venture.

We applied to several banks for the venture capital to set up the restaurant.

	verdict (n)
	/'vзːdɪkt/
	
	His verdict on the lunch was ‘a disaster’.

	verge (n)

  on the verge of sth
	/vзːʤ/
/ɒn ə 'vзːʤ əv ˌsʌmƟɪɳ /
	
	The two countries were on the verge of war.

	viral marketing (n)
	/'vaɪrəl ˌmɑːkɪtɪɳ/
	
	Viral marketing depends on an organisation’s customers advertising a product simply by talking to other people about it.

	virgin territory (n)
	/'vзːʤɪn ˌterɪtəri/
	
	Serious drama is virgin territory for him.  He’s always performed stand-up comedy till now.

	virtuous circle (n)
	/'vзːtjʊəs ˌsзːkəl/
	
	By selling biodiesel back to our soy bean producers to fuel their machinery and trucks, we create a virtuous circle.

	word of mouth (n)
	/'wзːd əv ˌmaʊƟ/
	
	Most of our customers hear about us by word of mouth.

	workaholic (n)
	/wзːkə'hɒlɪk/
	
	Robert’s a workaholic.  He hardly even takes any time off at weekends.


